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their lives, and the paintings only get found after they
die. A great poet is almost one of the least expensive
professions one can get, of course if one's poems attract
the public. Of course the true poet does not worry
himself at all about the public opinion. A great
musician, of course, has to spend a great deal on a piano,
so he is equally handicapped with the others. The works
of all three live for ever now that printing has been
invented, although before that the musician's work would
have lived much longer, on account of the wandering
bards and minstrels.

I think I would rather be a good painter, because if
you travel at all you could take away pictures of the
place you visit as souvenirs.

I would rather be a great poet, because however great
the skill of the painter he cannot even with the most
superb touch of the brush, even with the most delicate
expression can he betray the most secret and inward
thoughts of a human being. A great musician cannot
even with the most treble voice or the most thundering
notes of the bass express the glory of a beautiful face.
The musician must turn poet before he can express the
joys of love. A poet is a painter, only a painter in words.
A poet is a musician, only a musician in words. If a
painter was perfect he would be greater than many, if a
musician was perfect he would be greater than perhaps
many more, but if a poet was perfect he would be greatest
of all

The author of the former had done very credit-
ably in all his classical papers: the author of the
latter, aged twelve, had secured practically no marks
for any of them; which, if either, would you have
elected?